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He has earned degrees from the University of Toronto (B.A., Political Economy), the University of 
Chicago (A.M., Education), and York University (M.A. and Ph.D., History), and an honorary doctor of 
laws from Dalhousie University. 
 
Bruce teaches and writes about the history and political economy of Canadian and Olympic sport. He 
has authored or edited 12 books and hundreds of articles, papers, lectures, plays and film and radio 
scripts.  The Struggle for Canadian Sport (University of Toronto Press 1996), which recaptures the 
efforts of sport leaders in Canada in the period between the First and Second World War, won the 
Book Prize of the North American Society for Sport History in 1997. His most recent book (co-written 
with Simon Darnell and Russell Field) is The History and Politics of Sport for Development (Palgrave 
Macmillan 2019).  
 
Bruce has been involved in the Olympic Movement throughout his life. He has participated in the 
Games as an athlete (track and field, 1964), journalist (1976), contributor to the arts and culture 
programs (1976 and 1988) and accredited social scientist (1988 and 2000). He was founding chair of the 
Olympic Academy of Canada (1983-1993), served on the board for Toronto’s 1996 and 2008 Olympic 
bids and was deeply involved in planning the 2015 Pan American and Parapan American Games in 
Toronto. He has served as a member of the selection committee for the IOC’s Research Grant 
Program and has lectured at the International Olympic Academy in Ancient Olympia, Greece. He is 
an honorary member of the Canadian Olympic Committee. 
 
Bruce has worked with numerous local, national and international bodies to advance opportunities for 
physical activity and sport. He currently serves on the federal-provincial-territorial Work Group on 
Gender Equity in Sports. From 2012-2019, he chaired the Selection Committee for Canada’s Sports 
Hall of Fame.   
 
He has been a lifelong advocate of human rights and athletes’ rights. He was the Canadian director of 
the international campaign against apartheid sport, which marshalled the power of sport against the 
brutal racist dictatorship of apartheid South Africa, for which he was honoured by the 
Commonwealth and the United Nations. He has long been an advocate for gender equity, sexual 
diversity, ethno-cultural diversity and universal accessibility in sports. He was an advisor to the Indian 
sprinter Dutee Chand in her successful effort to overturn the 2011 sex test in international sport and 
supports Caster Semanya’s efforts to overturn the 2018 version of that test. 
 
He was a co-founder of Commonwealth Games Canada’s International Development through Sport 
Program, which conducted activities in some 22 African and Caribbean Commonwealth countries, and 
served as the program’s volunteer chair for many years. He initiated the University of Toronto’s 
partnerships with the Universities of Namibia and Zambia to strengthen teacher preparation in 
physical education as preventive education about HIV/AIDS. In 2007, he coordinated the literature 
reviews that shaped the structure and policies of the United Nations Office of Sport for Development 
and Peace. As Chair of the Commonwealth Advisory Body on Sport from 2009 to 2013, he significantly 
strengthened the Commonwealth Secretariat’s commitment to sport for development. He was 
founding chair of the MLSE Foundation. 
 
His research and policy advice contributed to the development of several institutions in the Canadian 



sports system, including the Athlete Assistance Program, the Sport Dispute Resolution Centre of 
Canada and the Sport Canada Research Initiative. He was the chair of the advisory committee that led 
the federal government to introduce the Canadian Sport Policy in 2002 and to revise the Fitness and 
Amateur Sport Act, now the Physical Activity and Sport Act, in 2003. In 2016-2018, he was co-chair of 
the Federal Provincial Territorial Work Group on Women in Sport, whose recommendations were 
accepted by Canada’s sports ministers at their 2019 meeting in Red Deer, Alberta and are now being 
implemented. 
 
Bruce helped create and renew a number of the important facilities in Toronto. He was the chair of the 
advocacy group that successfully pushed for the creation of the Toronto Track and Field Centre 
located at York University and during the planning stages, chaired the design committee. At the 
University of Toronto, he played a leading role in the creation of the Athletic and Physical Education 
Centre, the redevelopment of Varsity Centre, including the rebuilt Varsity Stadium, the Pavilion and 
the Goldring Centre for High Performance Sports, and the turfing of the Back Campus Playing Fields, 
all on the St. George campus. He contributed to the creation of the Toronto Pan American Sports 
Centre at the University of Toronto Scarborough, the remarkable legacy facility from the 2015 Pan 
and Parapan American Games, and now serves on its board. 
 
As an athlete, Bruce was Commonwealth champion in the 6 miles at the 1962 Games in Perth, 
Australia. Twice elected Canada’s Male Athlete of the Year by Canadian Press (1961 and 1962), he is a 
member of the Athletics Canada Sport Hall of Fame, Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame, the Canadian 
Olympic Hall of Fame (as both an athlete and a builder), the University of Toronto Sports Hall of 
Fame and the Toronto Sport Hall of Honour. In 2005, he was awarded the Canadian Olympic Order. 
In 2006, he was given a Lifetime Achievement Award by the Commonwealth Sports Awards 
Foundation. 
 
In 2004, he was appointed an Officer of the Order of Canada.  
 


