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The Green Infrastructure Ontario (GIO) Coalition is an alliance of organizations that 
share a common vision for a healthy, green Ontario where the economic, social, 

environmental, and health benefits of green infrastructure are fully realized.

About GIO
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GIO Steering CommitteeApprox. 40 general members:
• Businesses
• Industry and professional associations
• Municipal and regional governments
• Conservation Authorities
• ENGOs
• Individuals

GIO Coalition Members



GIO’s Goals

Green 
infrastructure is 

considered equally 
to grey 

infrastructure in 
decision making

Significant 
amounts of 

infrastructure 
funding goes 

towards green 
infrastructure 

(min. 15% of all 
funding)

Strong policy 
support for green 
infrastructure at 

all levels of 
government
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• Government Relations
o Direct advocacy
o Policy submissions

• Knowledge Sharing
o Reports
o Presentations
o Workshops
o Training
o Collaborative projects
o Newsletter
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GIO Activities



Why Use Infrastructure Language?
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• Ensure natural features and processes are viewed as equals to road, bridges, and 
pipes

• Improve eligibility for federal and provincial infrastructure funding 

• Embed nature into infrastructure policy to try to avoid being targeted by changes 
in government. 

• Improve the management of natural features

• We frame green infrastructure around these key infrastructure concepts:
o Assets
o Cost savings
o Secondary services/co-benefits



What is Green Infrastructure?

NATURAL ASSETS:*
•  Wetlands
• Forests
• Parks
• Meadows
• Lawns and gardens
• Soil

ENHANCED ASSETS:*
• Rain gardens
• Green roofs and walls
• Bioswales
• Urban trees
• Naturalized stormwater

ponds

ENGINEERED ASSETS:*
• Permeable pavement
• Rain barrels
• Cisterns
• Perforated pipes
• In!ltration trenches

GREY INFRASTRUCTURE:*
• Bridges
• Roads
• Parking lots
• Culverts
• Pipes

Rain Barrel

Permeable 
Pavement

Urban TreesForest

MeadowWetland Rain Garden

Natural Infrastructure (NI) Low Impact Development (LID)

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE !GI"
Nature-based Solutions (NbS)/Nature-based Climate Solutions

*5hese are some key examples, but ���
���this is not a complete list����

(SFFO�3PPG
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Green 
infrastructure is 

defined as natural 
vegetative systems 

and green 
technologies that 

collectively provide 
society with a 
multitude of 
economic, 

environmental, 
health, and social 

benefits



Government Relations Activities

Provincial

• Green infrastructure included in Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) 
• Green Infrastructure included in O. REG. 588/17: Asset Management Planning for 

Municipal Infrastructure (2018)
• Ontario Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs
• Policy meetings with Liberal, NDP, and Green party (Ontario)
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Green Infrastructure in Asset Management Planning

• Benefits of incorporating green infrastructure into asset management 
planning include improved: 
oAbility to explain and defend budgets
oOversight of critical infrastructure
oRisk management
oDecision-making in areas of appropriate investment and management
oGreater inclusion of green infrastructure at the beginning of the development 

and planning process for all types of infrastructure
oDevelopment of robust business cases through improved reporting practices 

and diverse assessment methods
oAbility to balance capital and operating expenses and reduce costs
oPublic reporting
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10

Asset Management 
Plan

Financial Reports 
and Budgets

Long Term 
Financial Plan Official Plan

Business/Operations Plan

Strategic Plan

Municipal Decision Making

Green Infrastructure in Asset Management Planning



Knowledge Sharing Activities - Publications



A Green Infrastructure Guide for Small Cities, Towns, and Rural 
Communities

• “Green Infrastructure 101”
• A guide to the types of green infrastructure and 

their functions (primary & secondary)
• Planning zones
• Case studies
• Guiding Principles:

1. Implement a GI first policy
2. Incorporate the multiple benefits of GI
3. Apply best practices in GI design and maintenance
4. Preserve and protect natural heritage features & 

existing urban vegetation
5. Integrate GI into asset Management
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A Green Infrastructure Guide for Small Cities, Towns, and Rural 
Communities
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An Economic Impact Assessment of the Green Infrastructure 
Sector in Ontario
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• In 2018, Ontario's green infrastructure sector was 
responsible for:
o $8.6 billion in gross output (revenues)
o $4.64 billion in direct GDP ($8.3B including indirect 

and induced)
o 84,400 direct jobs (122,000 including indirect and 

induced)

• Good green jobs!
• Local supply chain
• Strong growth potential
• Capital and operational cost savings for 

traditional gray infrastructure



Advancing Municipal Action on Green Infrastructure

• Goal: to identify gaps and barriers to the wider implementation of 
green infrastructure in the province of Ontario, as well as improving 
the access to resources and tools available to municipal stakeholders
• Year long engagement with green infrastructure champions:

o28 municipalities
o6 conservation authorities
o9 NGOs
o2 private companies
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AMA Findings

Gaps, challenges, or barriers:
• Funding (more funding; more accessible funding for GI)
• Lack of technical knowledge and understanding
• Maintenance (cost and requirements)
• Knowledge and education/buy-in (gaps exist at various levels):

o Public/residents
o Other municipal staff
o Local elected officials

• Lack of standardized materials and practices
• Challenges coordinating different departments or levels of 

government
• Space restrictions (there are opportunities to implement more GI on 

private property)
• Need for guidelines, bylaws or codes
• More documentation of successful projects (especially local examples)



Top Recommendations for Municipalities:

• Having a municipal champion is key, and cross-departmental support is even 
better
• It’s important to get council and resident support. Hands-on engagement 

encourages buy-in and planning small pilot projects coupled with strong 
communication campaigns can also help build this support. Often flooding 
has been a catalyst.
• Budget for the full life-cycle of a project. Capital costs are just a small piece, 

operating costs are more significant.
• Using consistent language, both internally and within the sector, is helpful
• Incorporate GI into asset management plans and use a consistent 

methodology for the valuation of green infrastructure assets
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Training & Municipal Support

Training
• How to Incorporate Green Infrastructure into Asset 

Management Planning webinar series (with TRCA)
• Next Steps in Incorporating Green Infrastructure into Asset 

Management Planning (with TRCA & CVC)
• Introduction to Green Infrastructure
Municipal Support
• Advancing Municipal Action on Green Infrastructure project 
• Green Infrastructure Leadership Exchange - Green Stormwater 

Infrastructure (GSI) Asset Management Resources Toolkit
• Municipal Hub – resources
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Final Thoughts

• Green infrastructure is critical infrastructure!
• Guiding principles for decision and policy making to support green 

infrastructure:
1. Implement a GI first policy
2. Incorporate the multiple benefits of GI
3. Apply best practices in GI design and maintenance
4. Preserve and protect natural heritage features & existing urban vegetation
5. Integrate GI into asset management
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Let’s Make Green 
Infrastructure the NEW 

NORMAL!

www.greeninfrastructureontario.org | jcourt@greeninfrastructureontario.org 20 |

http://www.greeninfrastructureontario.org/

