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Abstract  
Despite the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 

(TRC) call to Action 93, little has been done to spread 

awareness about Indigenous contexts. Drawing on 10 

semi-structured interviews, this study looks to better 
understand the factors that contribute to the learning 

experiences of female immigrants’ residing in 

Scarborough. Our findings contribute to future research 
on the topic of immigrants in Scarborough and their 

understanding of Indigenous peoples  
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Introduction  

This research project examines what has been done 

research-wise or practically to understand the types of 
information immigrants receive about the context and 

histories of Indigenous communities in Canada. Our 

motivation came from the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada’s (TRC) Call to Action 93, as 

well as what strategies have been used to inform 

immigrants. Act 93 states “we call upon the federal 
government, in collaboration with the national 

Aboriginal organizations, to revise the information kit 

for newcomers to Canada and its citizenship test to 
reflect a more inclusive history of the diverse Aboriginal 

peoples of Canada, including information about the 

Treaties and the history of residential schools” (National 

Centre for Truth and Reconciliation Canada, 2015). We 
were interested in the amount of knowledge that women 

had about Canada’s history and the history of 

Indigenous Peoples. We found that sources of 
knowledge, misconceptions, opinions about Indigenous 

peoples and the participants’ priorities influenced their 

level of knowledge. 
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Methods  
We focused on women between the ages of 18 to 60 

who have migrated to Canada and are currently residing 
in Scarborough. Questions focused on what and how 

participants gained knowledge about Indigenous peoples 

histories and contexts, as well as their throughts and 
suggestions to improve access to information. 

Interviews were audio recorded with the permission of 

the participants. Interviews were coded for reccuring 

themes amongst the participants. Relevant themes 
include knowledge, misconceptions, feelings of 

empathy, recommendations and priorities. 

 

Findings  
Five themes emerged from our analysis: knowledge, 

misconceptions, feelings of empathy, recommendations, 

and priorities.  

 
Knowledge refers to the information the participants 

gained through education, experiences and practical 

understandings. Participants had little to no knowledge 
about Indigenous peoples. Knowledge about Indigenous 

peoples was acquired through the media, briefly through 



 

school and mostly through university. stated that they 

did not have much exposure to Indigenous contexts. In 

addition, since women are often preoccupied with 

employment, school and/or childcare, we found that this 
affected their ability to learn about Indigenous peoples 

and their significance in Scarborough.   

 
Misconceptions are incorrect perspectives based on 

faulty understanding of Indigenous contexts such as 

stereotypes. This included access to resources, no taxes, 
and living under poverty.  

 

Feelings of empathy are related to how our participants 

feel towards Indigenous peoples. Participants identified 
feeling “sad” or empathetic when we provided 

information on the colonial and current context of 

Indigenous peoples. 
 

Recommendations are the suggestions participants 

shared to help them. Participants’ recommended more 
education in schools to alleviate lack of knowledge. 

 

Priorities involve the various factors that affect what 

participants learn and their ability to attend events 

focusing on Indigenous culture, history and solidarity. 

Participants were interested in attending Indigenous 

events however time, distance, and housekeeping were 

participants’ main priorities that restrict them from 

attending events. 
 

Conclusions and Recommendations  

It is clear that women have limited knowledge on 
Indigenous contexts. Through our research, we 

discovered that due to limited exposure to Indigenous 

context in school, stereotypes and priorities affect the 
knowledge that women have. In addition, the 

participants’ prioritization of time for attending 

Indigenous events and learning about their history is 
significantly low.   

 

Going forward, there needs to be more strategies to 

educate immigrants about Indigenous contexts such as 
through workshops, governmental policies, and social 

media. We recommend integrating education about 

Indigenous histories and current contexts more into 
formal school curricula. However, since not all 

immigrants attend school more information on social 

media can fill that gap. In addition, Indigenous peoples 
should have greater presence and decision-making 

power in relation to citizenship, immigration and 

education policies.
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