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Abstract:  

Canada’s Indigenous and colonial history have 

long been underrepresented and misshaped. 

Resultantly, Canadian residents have inadequate 

information about Indigenous communities, 

treaties, residential schools, and land agreements. 

Furthermore, little to no research exists about the 

types and modes of exposure to knowledge that 

newcomers to Scarborough receive. Using data 

from nine semi-structured interviews conducted 

with international students at the University of 

Toronto Scarborough, we examine the level of 

knowledge, the sources of the knowledge, and the 

attitudes that Scarborough’s newcomers have 

toward obtaining knowledge about these topics. 

Results indicate a strong lack of detailed 

knowledge about Indigenous life and struggles. 

Primary sources of knowledge were designated 

university courses/programs. Secondary ones 

included personal networks, mainstream media, 

university application forms and government 

websites. Participants sympathised Indigenous 

communities for their ongoing struggles, and are 

open to the idea of reconciling with them. We 

concluded that international students who plan to 

apply for permanent residence are more likely to 

seek historical and current information about the 

country they reside in.  
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Introduction  

The struggles of Indigenous peoples in Canada 

are not a thing of the past – they continue to 

exist to this day. Having faced warfare and 

brutality in the past, Indigenous communities 

continue to encounter difficulties and 

discrimination in terms of legal, political and 

social rights. Their histories and contributions 

often suffer under-representation and distortion. 

State projects designed to implement cultural 

genocide through the imposition of residential 

schools have not only caused trauma from 

physical, sexual and emotional abuse, but have 

remained closeted to this day. Ensuing this, the 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 

Canada, in collaboration with national 

Indigenous groups of Canada, have requested 

that citizenship tests be made more inclusive and 

reflective of Indigenous struggles. The TRC has 

pushed for information kits about treaties, 

residential schools and Canada’s colonial 

history. As such, it has remained largely 

unknown as to what and how newcomers to 

Canada, specifically Scarborough, know about 

these matters. This report is dedicated to filling 

that gap in research. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Methods  

We conducted qualitative research using semi-

structured interviews. Our sample consisted of 

nine participants drawn from existing contacts, 

all female and undergraduate students at the 

University of Toronto Scarborough. The average 

age of the sample was 21 years. Audio-

recordings were used for 8 interviews, and notes 

for taken for one, owing to the participant’s wish 

to opt out of voice recordings. The average 

duration of interviews was 24 minutes. 

Participants were chosen from a range of 

academic programs. 

 

Findings  

Our data and findings were coded into three 

primary themes: sources of knowledge, 

disseminating indigenous knowledge through 

education, and opinions and attitudes toward 

learning about Indigenous peoples. Our first 

theme is in relation to the level and diverse 

modes of exposure that our participants have 

received prior or after to moving to Canada. 

Levels of knowledge were quite low. The 

primary sources of knowledge we identified 

were high-school/university classes, television 

and media, government websites, university/job 

applications, volunteer programs and personal 

networks. 

Our next theme emerges from a common pattern 

observed amongst the majority of our 

participants – exposure through education. We 

found that programs in the Arts and Humanities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

departments, including Sociology, 

Anthropology, and Health Studies were the 

primary modes of exposure for informed 

participants, and 80% confirm that had it not 

been for their programs at university, they would 

not have any idea about Indigenous 

communities. 

Our third and last theme arose from a deductive 

approach used to understand how newcomers to 

Scarborough feel about personal and nation-

wide investment in obtaining knowledge about 

Indigenous communities. Results indicate most 

participants are open to ideas of public 

discussion of and reconciliation with Indigenous 

communities, associating state responsibility 

greatly to this matter.  

 

Conclusions and Recommendations  

This report uses empirical data drawn from 

semi-structured interviews conducted on 

international postsecondary students. It aims to 

analyse what and how newcomers to 

Scarborough learn about Canada’s colonial 

context and the ongoing struggles of Indigenous 

communities. Our data suggests low levels of 

knowledge, commonly from sources such as 

educational institutions, personal networks and 

the media. Of these, we found university 

courses/programs to be the most significant and 

prominent mode of exposure. Furthermore, 

participants are more likely to be open to 

receiving knowledge if they plan to obtain 

citizenship in Canada. Limitations to our 

research include its small sample size.   
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