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Today’s Session

1. Being a researcher
a. Professional communication
b. Time management
c. Logging time

2. Using AI in research
a. Policy framework
b. Risks and precautions
c. AI accuracy and bias
d. AI in the research process overview

3. What projects are you 
working on?



PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATION
With faculty, primary investigators, research assistants, 
graduate students, postdocs, teacher’s assistants, other 
undergraduatesWhat is professional communication?

● Responsiveness
● Proactivity
● Asking for clarification of their expectations*
● Collegiality
● Confidentiality - research ethics
● Appropriateness in tone
● Discussion of your boundaries and expectations



TIME MANAGEMENT

● Acknowledge your multiple 
roles 

● Primary role : student 
● Time management 

supports self-care!
● Learn to say no :)

Student

RA

Employee

Friend & family 
member



LOGGING TIME

Lit 
Review

Analysis Meeting
s

Cleaning 
data

TOTA
L

01/05/23 1 1 2

01/06/23 .5 .5

01/07/23 .5 1 1.5

01/08/23 1 1

01/09/23 0

01/10/23 0

TOTAL 5



LOGGING TIME



Artificial Intelligence in 
Research



Policies at UofT

- Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters
- Policy on Ethical Conduct in Research
- Statement on Research Integrity

- Generative AI Tools and Copyright Considerations
- ChatGPT and Generative AI in the Classroom
- UofT Libraries Citation Guide for AI Generated Content

https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/policies/code-behaviour-academic-matters-july-1-2019
https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/policies/research-policy-ethical-conduct-march-28-1991
https://research.utoronto.ca/research-integrity/statement-research-integrity
https://onesearch.library.utoronto.ca/copyright/generative-ai-tools-and-copyright-considerations
https://www.viceprovostundergrad.utoronto.ca/strategic-priorities/digital-learning/special-initiative-artificial-intelligence/
https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/c.php?g=251103&p=5296636


Risks  Precautions 

1. What researchers and policy-
makers are thinking about: the 
legal status of copyright and 
intellectual property (IP) issues 
of using generative AI 

2. What students and RAs need 
to think about: academic 
integrity and research integrity 

→ Talk to your supervisor

→ Disclose the use of AI tools 

→ Attribute your work and the extent 
to which you have used a technology 
- keep explicit records of your 
workflow

→ Be mindful of not sharing IP that 
you don’t have permission to share



AI Bias & Accuracy 

“Student Use Cases for AI” - Harvard Business Publishing
https://hbsp.harvard.edu/inspiring-minds/student-use-cases-for-ai

● LLMs don’t have real “understanding”, but fill in what they think 
comes next based on their training (predictive models)

● Can produce plausible sounding info: Don’t trust it’s output at face 
value (needs to be verified/ critically evaluated)

● All LLM’s have potential for bias via their training and human 
intervention

● Do not share anything with LLM’s you want to keep private

https://hbsp.harvard.edu/inspiring-minds/student-use-cases-for-ai


Different AI Tools for different research tasks

The research process:

- Literature review: 
- Searching for sources
- Collecting and organizing 

source archive
- Creating a bibliography

- Working with data:
- Collecting
- Analyzing
- Reporting

- Writing:
- Reports
- Academic articles

AI in the research process:

→ Literature review tools: (Research Rabbit, 
Elicit)

- Geneological search - supplements using 
research databases & citation managers

→ Data management tools:

- Many proprietary tools available for 
industry - don’t recommend this because 
of IP issues, licensing

→ Writing and revising tools: (ChatGPT)

- Huge precautions - bias, good prompt 
writing, academic integrity

https://researchrabbitapp.com/
https://old.elicit.org/


Geneological search results: 
Try it! researchrabbitapp.com



Search aide:
Try it! elicit.org



Search 
optimization:
Try it! elicit.org



DHS Undergraduate 
Research Projects 
2023-2024



FORTHCOMING WORKSHOPS

Nov 6th: 12-1pm - Writing research papers
Nov 15th: 2-3pm - Grad school applications
Nov 20th : 12-1pm - Mentoring

What topics are you interested in?


