
                          
 CAMPUS SAFETY & SECURITY 

 
University of Toronto Scarborough 
Joint Health and Safety Committee 

Minutes 
 
Date:  Tuesday December 10, 2019 
Time:  9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Location: Arts and Administration Building, AA160 
 

Present 
(v) 

  Absent 
(v) 

Name Member 
Category 

(*) 

Certified 
Member 

(v) 

Work Location 
(Dept., Bldg., Room) 

 

     v  Colleen Reid M Non-union (v) Associate Director (AccessAbility Services) 
(Co-Chair) 

     v  Chai Chen        W USW (v) Department of Physical & Environmental Sciences 
(Co-Chair) 

v  Kerri Kistnasami W USW (v) Campus Safety & Security 
(Secretary) 

v  Chris Armstrong W USW Department of Biological Sciences 

 v Louise Beckley M Non-union Human Resource Services 

v  Dennis Cole M Non-Union Facilities Management 

v  Ron Crozier W USW  (v) Physical Education & Athletics 

v  Jacqueline Deane W USW Department of Management 

 v Nina Dhir  W USW Department of Psychology 

v  Pete Genouzos W CUPE 3261 Facilities Management- Maintenance 

v  Jon Hayes W Carpenters & 
Allied Workers 
Local 27 

Facilities Management 

 v Tony Howe W USW Student Housing and Residence Life 

     v    Elsa Kiosses W USW (v) Health and Wellness Centre 

       v Doug Lauzon          M Non-union   Facilities Management 

v  Lucian Moinescu W CAW 2003 Facilities Management  (Engineering) 

v  Gail Naraine W USW Department of English 

v  Gary Pitcher M Non-Union Campus Safety & Security 

 v Joanne Quinn M External/Guest N'Sheemaehn Child Care Centre 

v  Tony Rupnaraine M Non-Union (v) Biological Sciences 

      v  Irma Spahiu W CUPE 3902-
Unit3 

Department of Political Sciences 

      v Ann-Marie Smith W USW Department of Social Sciences 

     v  Brian Sutherland W USW Centre for Teaching and Learning 

     v Phil Smith W USW Food & Beverage Services 

     v   Mary Ann Vernon         W USW  (v) Library  

        v Rochelle Welch        W USW (v) Retail and Conference Services 

     v  Jingyi Wu        W CUPE 3902-
Unit 1 

Computer and Mathematical  

      v Rongmin Zhao M UTFA Department of Biological Sciences 

 v Jeremy Wills  -- External Guest SCSU 

v  Holly Yuen     EHS 
Consultant 

Non-union Campus Safety & Security (EHS) 

 
(*) W – Worker/Non-management (if unionized, record name of union) M – Management   E – Ex-officio 
* Guests --- Patrick Lam, Environmental Health and Safety – UTSC  
      --- Clarine Chan, Facilities Management- Engineering 

 
 



              
 1.   Minutes for Approval        
 
i.        Welcome Members & Membership Updates 
 
Ms. Reid & Mr. Chen welcomed all committee members to the meeting. Everyone introduced themselves around 
the table. Ms. Jingyi Wu was introduced to the committee as the new CUPE 3902-Unit 1 representative member.   

  
ii.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 
 
Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting held on September 18, 2019. The minutes from the meeting 
were unanimously accepted as written and distributed.  
                 
Item Discussion  
 
2. Business Arising from the Minutes 
i. Campus Projects Update 

 
Mr. Lam gave an update on projects that are current on campus. 
 
Office Renovations: interior renovations (e.g. painting, lighting, addition / removal of wall partitions) are being 
conducted in conjunction with office re-locations for various departments. 

 SW302 (Design & Construction Management office) – major demolition work has been completed; 
expected completion in early 2020 due to glazing work. Walkway above Meeting Place will remain 
hoarded off until major renovations are completed. 

 
H-Wing 5th floor: Asbestos abatement is scheduled to take place on the 5th floor of the Humanities Wing. The 
entire floor will be restricted to contractors only throughout the construction period, with the exception of 
mechanical rooms which will be accessible to Facilities staff for building maintenance as necessary. 
 
New Residence / IC2: Drilling and environmental sampling on the future sites for the new residence building and 
IC2 will take place in early 2020. Temporary fencing will be erected around drill sites in parking lots F and G. 
 
AHU Upgrade: Upgrades to mechanical systems will be taking place in the Science Wing in Q1 2020. The 
majority of construction activity will take place in the 6th floor mechanical room, with minimal impact to the UTSC 
community. 
 
Portable 2: Portable 2 is scheduled to be re-located beside the MW building (date of move TBD). During the 
move, pedestrian and vehicle traffic will be re-routed appropriately. 
 
Salt Tent: There are plans to install a salt tent to facilitate grounds maintenance operations during the winter 
season. The tent will be erected on the north campus, near the ESCB building.   (Item open) 

      
ii. JHSC Recertification 

 

At the last meeting in September, Mr. Austin inquired about what the process was for certifying more than 1 
employee in the same union group based on the recent changes of the collective bargaining group for USW. Ms. 
Yuen inquired with Ms. Irene Tang (JHSC Manager for UofT) and was informed that the latest USW bargaining 
agreement allowed payment for 1 USW member per committee to be certified. Requests for more than one member 
to be certified will go to Ms. Tang who will review with Mr. Austin to decide which member to certify. Alternatively, 
there are some departments that may agree to cover the cost of the re-certification through their own department 
budget. Ms. Yuen explained that each union has their own guidelines and procedures that they follow.  
 (Item closed) 
 

 
 



 
iii. HECHMET Update 
Mr. Lam gave an update on the HEHMET inventory process.   

 
HECHMET: Standing for ‘Higher Education Cooperative for Hazardous Material and Equipment Tracking’, 
HECHMET is a centralized chemical inventory system that was launched at UTSC in 2018. Implementation of 
HECHMET at the Environmental Science & Chemistry Building laboratories is fully complete, thanks to the 
support of DPES and the Chemical Stores facility. With the assistance of our 2 work study students, Cynthia 
Cole and I have made significant progress on the south campus, barcoding all existing chemicals in 50+ 
research / teaching lab areas in the Science Wing and Science Research Buildings, leaving only 5 labs 
remaining. To date, individual building tallies are as follows: ESCB (5700+ chemicals), S-Wing (4500+ 
chemicals) and Science Research (2200+ chemicals). Over 12,500 chemicals are currently catalogued in the 
system, which will go a long way towards improving safety compliance and emergency response preparedness 
for the entire campus. 
 
For the south campus, we are in the process of setting up a computer workstation in Central Stores so that new 
shipments of chemicals can be barcoded upon delivery and assigned to the lab before transferring them to the 
appropriate rooms (similar to current operations in Chemical Stores in ESCB). We will also begin reviewing 
chemical inventories for non-lab areas (e.g. mechanical rooms, caretaking closets). (Item closed) 

 
3. New Business 

i. Quarterly Inspection of First Aid & Spill Kit Stations  
 
Ms. Kistnasami sent out the quarterly inspection email for the first aid kits and spill kits last month. Requests for 
orders have been received, and supplies have been replenished. Ms. Kistnasami noted that the last first aid course 
was held on November 26th and 27th.  Designates that needed re-certifying were trained to ensure adequate 
coverage for the designated first aid kits on campus. (Item ongoing) 

 
ii. Walk in Health and Safety Concerns 

 
There were 18 walk in concerns reported to the EHS office in the last quarter from September 1, 2019 – November 
30, 2019. Ms. Yuen reviewed a few of the safety concerns with the committee. A few of the concerns discussed 
were in regards to contractors smoking in the loading dock, and separate odour incidents in the ESCB, and 
Science Wing. Ms. Yuen also informed the committee about an exhibit at the ARTSIDEOUT 2019 which featured a 
student inside a transparent plastic bubble. The student was hand painting the inside of the bubble for the 
audience to watch. The student was wearing a hardhat and a half face respirator. EHS was still concerned about 
the exposure to paint fumes. When further investigations were made, it was found out that the respirator did not 
have the proper cartridges and it was agreed that the student should exit the bubble. When the bubble was 
opened, a strong paint odour pervaded the immediate area. The exhibit was allowed to continue, with the bubble 
left empty without any occupants inside.    (Item ongoing) 

 
iii. Accident Reports – Confidential 

 
Ms. Yuen summarized the accident/incident reports for the quarter of Sept 1, 2019 – Nov 30, 2019.   
 

 There were seven incidents in September (2 non lab employee, 1 lab employee,  2 non lab students, 2 lab 
student,)   

 There were ten incidents for the month of October (3 non-lab employee, 3 non lab student, 3 lab student, 1 
visitor/contractor)  

 There were eleven incidents for the month of November. (4 non-lab employee, 1 lab employee,4 non-lab 
employee and 2 visitor/contractor)  

 
During this quarter, the incidents ranged from laboratory rat bites, bee/wasp stings, indoor slip and falls, wind 
tunnel in ESCB, and a residence grease fire. Ms. Yuen mentioned a critical injury that occurred in December which 
the Ministry of Labour came on site to review. This incident will be discussed further at the next meeting as it is still 



being looked into, and will be counted for the next quarter. All incidents were reviewed, and action follow up was 
suggested where applicable.  (Item ongoing) 

 
iv. Health and Safety Bulletin – Vol 9- Personal Safety 

Ms. Kistnasami announced to the committee that EHS Scarborough has circulated the safety bulletin for this 
quarter. The focus of the bulletin was “Personal Safety” which touched on topics such as personal safety training 
available, workplace violence, code blue stations on campus, and the lone worker and travel safer programs. All 
members were encouraged to bring the suggestions from the bulletin to their specific departments during team 
meetings to increase awareness. (Item ongoing) 

v. Workplace Violence Assessments  

Ms. Yuen informed the committee that the EHS office has met with the Registrars/Admissions/Recruitment and 
Psychology areas. Recommendations were given for their department by Campus Safety & Security. During the 
last quarter, Psychology and the Bridge assessments were completed, and meetings have taken place to 
discuss recommendations to their departments. Some of the recommendations included dome mirrors being 
placed for better visibility. A summary of the reports can be obtained from the EHS office.  (Item ongoing) 

vi. Winter Ready 

Ms. Reid reviewed winter safety tips with the committee including appropriate footwear, where to look for campus 
closures, and the sand containers that are available for the campus to use when you notice a slippery area.  
(Item closed) 

vii. Self-Heating Hot Pot 

 Ms. Yuen informed the committee about an incident that was brought to her attention in regards to instant soup 
pots that have caused carbon monoxide detectors to go off on 4 separate occasions in residence. At first the fire 
department and residence did not know why the detectors were going off, but when it occurred a few more times, 
the common factor was the hot pot soups that were being made in the vicinity. EHS met with Mr. Miller, Ms. Lo 
and Mr. Lauzon to discuss the nature of the hot pots. Mr. Greg Hum, Director of Student Housing was also 
notified and he expressed that he had sent an email to all residents banning the usage of hot pots the very same 
day. On November 18, an air testing experiment was conducted using the hot pots. Within minutes of activating 
the water reactive heating pack, the carbon monoxide levels reached the equipment maximum detection limit of 
500ppm and hydrogen gas levels exceeded the maximum detection limit of 2%. The flammability of the ""steam"" 
produced was confirmed with a lighter, and a flame was produced upon ignition. Based on the data, it shows that 
these hot pots create a hazardous environment in terms of health, safety and fire. These products are meant to 
be used outdoor and not indoor. Health Canada has been notified by EHS, and Ms. Lo will assist in public 
education and information to Toronto Fire about educating people on this topic. Ms. Kiosses suggested sending 
the information learned to student and international affairs for more awareness. Ms. Yuen agreed that she would 
reach out to them as well. (Item closed)  

 
viii. Fire Evacuation and Fire Reports (Annual Report) 

Ms. Lo discussed fire evacuation procedures with the committee. Campus Police assist with doing a sweep to 
get people to leave the building. There have been times where people do not leave when the fire alarms go off. It 
was stressed that everyone should evacuate when they hear the fire alarm go off. Ms. Lo confirmed that it is only 
safe to go back inside when the fire alarms are not ringing. It was recommended that this be communicated 
through the bulletin so that people are aware when to return to their building. Ms. Lo informed the committee that 
the 2018 annual fire inspection was completed and all deficiencies have been rectified. There were no major 
issues. Some bases and little devices were replaced. Ms. Lo explained that the annual inspection is staggered 
with fire alarms and panels being inspected before the holiday break, and during the holiday break classroom 
lecture halls, labs, bells and PA systems are tested as well as the outdoor speakers. Training for Campus Police 
on PA systems are underway, and 2019 inspections are being reviewed. There was a question about whether 
there are designated “mustering” areas for people to wait while the fire alarm is going off. Ms. Lo informed the 
committee that at this current time there are no fire wardens, but departments can designate their own areas that 



employees can be told to meet when the fire alarm is sounding. If anyone would like assistance with figuring out 
an area where their department can meet, please feel free to contact Ms. Lo.    (Item closed) 

4. Workers Interior Workplace Inspection Reports  
 

Humanities Wing and Instructional Centre (HW 1-4, IC 2-4) – Gail Naraine  
Ms. Naraine  completed the inspection of her area with some assistance from Mr. Chen as this was her first 
time conducting an inspection. There were no major deficiencies found. There was mention of a few areas with 
blown lights, clutter in offices, and tripping hazards. EHS has reviewed the items with Ms. Naraine, and work 
orders are in the process of being placed.  

 
Social Sciences & Highland Hall (MW 1-3, HL0-2) – Brian Sutherland 
Mr. Sutherland reviewed key items of his inspection.  There was mention of a few areas where furniture was 
blocking or minimizing egress. EHS reviewed the report with Mr. Sutherland. Work orders are currently being 
placed to Facilities Management.  
 
Joan Foley Hall and Student Village (JVH1-4 & SVC1)- Tony Howe  
Mr. Howe reviewed key items from his inspection report with the committee. There were no deficiencies to 
report. One area was noted to be a bit cluttered.  
 
Child Care Centre & Parking Lot E, J, K and L– Pete Genouzos  
Mr. Genouzos reviewed key items of the inspection completed with the committee.  There were no major 
deficiencies. Work orders will be placed, and prioritized by Facilities Management and EHS 
 

 
5.  Other Business 
  There was no other business reported at the meeting.  
 
6. Next Meeting – JH&S Meeting Scheduled tentatively for Tuesday March 10, 2020, 9:30 am-

11:00 am in Highland Hall-HL 255. Please refer to the Campus Safety & Security Boards or 
EHS Website for any changes to the meeting date closer to the meeting.  

 
*If Worker Members are unable to attend the meeting to address the Workplace Inspection Reports they should submit their 
comments in writing to the Secretary of the Committee and that these comments and reports will be read at the meeting. 

  
             
SIGNATURES: 
 
 
Colleen Reid       Chai Chen   
(Management Co-Chair)     (Worker Co-Chair) 
 
cc:  Department Heads 

Safety Bulletin Board in each building at UofT Scarborough 
Office of Environmental Health and Safety, 215 Huron Street, 7th Floor  
EHS Scarborough Website 
 

cc: Unions –  
Internal Liason Officer & Staff Rep Canadian Union of Public Employees, Local 3902,  
Allan James, President - Canadian Union of Public Employees, Local 3261 Full-Time & Part-Time, 
Service Workers Paul Daly, Tenant Improvement Coordinator C.D.C.O - Carpenters & Allied Workers, 
Local 27,Carpenters, Kim Power, National Representative - CAW – Canada and its Local 2003, 
Operating Engineers B. Sandy Habus, Recording Secretary – Unifor 2003, 
Operating EngineersCeceil Beckford, Staff Representative – Ontario Public Service Employees Union, 
Local 519, Campus Police Colleen Burke, President – United Steel Workers of America USWA, Local 
1998, Staff Appointed & Casual Admin Staff 


