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Previous degree:
B.Sc. Molecular Biology, Immunology and Neuroscience, UTSC, 2014.
Tell us about your research at UTSC:
My main interest lies in the early signaling events that govern B cell activation
and its regulation. Specifically, I’m interested in the molecular interaction
between B cell receptors (BCRs) and the actin cytoskeleton and how this is
important to BCR dynamics in B cell activation.
Tell us about why you chose your graduate program or lab:
I chose Immunology because it is directly linked to many current medical issues - I believe that understanding
the molecular basis of immune responses will help us find cures for many life threatening diseases such as
autoimmune disorders, cancers, HIV/AIDS. The program offered here allows us to meet world renowned
immunologists, and get actively involved in the research community. More importantly, I chose to work here
because this lab is extremely supportive. My supervisor (Dr. Bebhinn Treanor) always provides me with the
necessary support, guidance, and positive energies that save me from becoming discouraged.
Tell us about any fellowships you hold / have held in grad school:
Year 1: NSERC Canadian Graduate Scholarship – Master’s
What are your future career goals and how has your graduate work set you up to achieve those goals?
I’m still exploring all of the options and I want to keep my mind open for upcoming opportunities. However,
all the skills and knowledge that I’ve learned here - critical and logical thinking, efficient troubleshooting, time
management and data analysis skills – are all transferrable skills that equip me for future opportunities. The
fantastic thing about life and research are all the uncertainties!
In my free time, I… like to explore and eat in a diverse range of restaurants in Toronto with my friends.
Eating is my life, my hobby and my fuel to do research. Toronto is the best place for me because it
appreciates cultural diversity, which also includes food.
Tell us something about where you are from
I am from Kunming, China, the city of eternal spring. It is full of flowers, beautiful landscape, and most
importantly, delicious food!
Do you have any advice for prospective students?
Follow your interests and be an open-minded person. Talk to and meet different people. Opportunities are
everywhere, but working hard is always the key. Work hard, eat well, and enjoy your grad life!

