
B51 Perception and Cognition Course Outline

Contact

Instructor:Dr William Simpson wsimpson@utsc.utoronto.ca
Office: roomS555,416-287-7456 Officehours:beforeandafterclass
TA: JuanBai bai@utsc.utoronto.ca
Office: roomS555,416-287-7456 Officehours:By appointment
TA: Miriam Wynberg miriam.wynberg@utoronto.ca
Office: roomS561E,416-287-7429 Officehours:By appointment

Text

Simpson,Perceptionlecturenotes:www.utsc.utoronto.ca/˜wsimpson/courses

Goals & Requirements of the course

Theprimarygoalof this courseis thatyou learnthemajor factsandtheorieson how humansgaininformationabout
the world throughtheir senses.This processis usually called "perception"for "low-level" phenomenalike dark
adaptation,and"cognition" for "high-level" phenomenalike attention.Anotherimportantgoal is thatyou learnhow
we have discoveredwhatwe presentlyknow aboutperception/cognitionandthesenses.Thusyou will have learned
principlesof experimentaldesign. Throughclassroomdemonstrationsyou will directly experiencethe phenomena
that experimentersstudy. In orderto achieve thesegoals,you will needto attendthe lecturesandstudythe lecture
notes.

Date Topic

Sept14 Introduction;Light & eye
Sept21 Absolutethreshold;Darkadaptation
Sept28 Spatialresolution& summation;Spatialcontrastsensitivity
Oct5 Flicker;Motion
Oct 12 Colourmatching;Colourblindness
Oct 19 Binocularvision; Depth
Oct 26 mid-term exam (roomsS-309& S-128)
Nov 2 Constancies;Perceptualorganization
Nov 9 Visualneuropsychology;Attention
Nov 16 Sound& Ear;Hearing
Nov 23 Smell& taste;Skin senses
Nov 30 Development;Learning

Dec9-21 Final exam

Evaluation

Therewill bea mid-termanda final exam,bothhaving equalweight. Theexamswill have multiple choiceandshort
answeritems.Thosewishingto write a make-upexammustprovidedocumentation.


