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In the past 10 years, qualitative research has become an increasing “fad” in China, for its flexible design, its awareness of reflexivity of the researcher and inter-subjectivity in producing research findings, its advantage of searching for the meaning-making of the researched, and, above all, its attention to the voices of the disadvantaged groups in society.

Inspiring as it is, we, as university researchers, have encountered many challenges in doing this kind of research in Chinese schools. As we attempt to find out the “truth” of teachers’ practice, they are more interested in finding out what needs to be improved from us. As we try to keep certain distance from the teachers so as to obtain enough “space” for the research, some of them show signs of getting really “close” for emotional support. We are constantly struggling between rigor and relevance, objectivity and subjectivity, as well as outer comfort and inner peace, for the validity check and ethical concerns in our research.


In this presentation, I will introduce some of the dilemmas we have been facing, strategies used in dealing with them, as well as cultural, social, political and research paradigmatic implications for this kind of phenomenon. Since these dilemmas are so complex and complicated, we consider some of them insurmountable and needing further reflection by, imagination from, and collaboration among all parties concerned.
