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Denographi c I nformation

Gender: mal e

Age: 50

Place of Birth: Jaffna, Sri Lanka

Rel i gi on: Hindu

Marital Status: married

Educati on: BA

Occupation: fornerly a university |lecturer and hi gh schoo
teacher, now works as a security guard

Wfe's occupation: nmachi ne operator on an assenbly |ine
Children: two daughters, ages 16 and 20

Interviewer’'s Comrents:

Bala is respectfully addressed as “Bala Master” because of his
fornmer position as a teacher in Sri Lanka. His famly lives in a
nmedi um si zed dupl ex in Markham They have a few pictures of Hi ndu
deities attractively displayed on the walls. Bala cane to the
nearest bus stop to neet ne. It was a Sunday afternoon. He was
friendly and pleased to be interviewed. W did the interview at

t he di ning roomtable.

H's 16 year ol d daughter was watching TV when | canme in. Her
father told her to turn it off and participate with us in the
interview. She preferred to sit on a sofa where she could see and
hear us but not be conpelled to participate fully. Fromtinme to
ti me she added her conmments.

After the interview the father and daughter swi tched places. |
did not use the tape recorder while talking to the daughter. She
told me how much she enjoys her nulti-cultural high school because
there are other students like her. Her parents expect her to cone
hone right after school. She appreciates that her peers

under stand why she does not go out with them This sumrer she
cooks at home in the nornings and works in a fast food restaurant
afternoons. W tal ked about her plans for going to university.
She would like to do social work or psychol ogy. She said she has
not given any thought to her future marriage or boyfriends. She
is concentrating on her studies and grades.

M GRATI ON HI STCRY/ FAM LY BACKGROUND

Interviewer: Wen did you |l eave Sri Lanka and when did you cone to
Canada?

[Interviewer’s sumary: 1985. R cane directly to Montreal.]
. What were your reasons for |eaving?

Respondent: | was a teacher for 18 years. After the comuna
riots started, psychologically and work-wi se | was affected.

t hought of |eaving due to the conflicts in ny nmind. A |lot of

t hi ngs happened in ny Iife. That's why | canme to Canada--to |ive
peaceful ly.

|: Where were you living in Sri Lanka?

[R was born in Jaffna. He went to the central region for his
studies from1964-1968. Wrked as a lecturer at the university in
1970 for one year, then taught high school in the central region
until coming to Canada.]

|: Do you know how to speak Sinhala? Did you teach in English or



Tam | ?

[R speaks a little Sinhala. He |oves Sinhal ese nusic and fil ns.
He studied and taught in Tamil. Most of his English he | earned
after coming to Canada. His students were nostly the children of
Tam | estate workers.

I Why did you chose Canada?

R | was affected for many years in Sri Lanka, so | wanted to
live the rest of nmy life very peacefully. | studied, before
cane, about nany countries. Canada is a very good country for
immgrants. It's very peaceful and there are no politica
probl ems and there are good opportunities to live.

I How did you get to know about Canada?

R Fromthe books, fromthe papers, fromny friends, relatives,
many kinds of ways. Hs friend who was here wote a letter
recommendi ng Canada.

I: Wio fromyour fanmily came first?

[R cane to Montreal in 1985 as a refugee. He stayed for 2 years,
trying to learning French and working in a factory. He wasn't
satisfied with his French ability or his job prospects so he noved
to Toronto. After getting Landed |Inmigrant status in 1987 he went
back to Sri Lanka to sponsor his family. They cane to Col onbo and
got visas for Canada in 1988.]

. Where do your other family menbers |ive?

[R said he has lots of relatives in Canada. He nentioned his
wife's sister, and his nephew and niece. R 's nother, 2 sisters
and 3 brothers are in Sri Lanka. Hys wife's older sister and
brother are in Sri Lanka and another brother is in the UK

I: Tell about your first few nonths in Canada. Wo hel ped you?
[R got help froman agent in Sri Lanka to get here, using his own
passport and a false visa. In Mntreal friends gave hima pl ace
to stay and cooked for him]

I: Do you have plans to sponsor nore people to cone?

R They wouldn't like to cone because all of themare settled
down with children. They want to stay in Sri Lanka.

I How rmuch contact do you have with then?

[He wites letters occasionally, sends nessages by tel egram and
tal ks to them on the phone whenever they are in Col onbo. ]

I: Are you close to your relatives in Toronto?

R Very close. Everyday we contact them |It's a 5 or 10 minute
drive. They all live in Scarborough. W get together for

bi rt hdays, weddi ngs, funerals, many occasions. Sonetines they
call me for lunch or whatever. Sometines we get together to go to
the beach or for a barbecue party. Mostly we talk on the phone.

| DENTITY

I: What is your identity? Do you call yourself a Canadian, a Sr
Lankan, a Taml...?

R | ama citizen. So | amvery proud to be a Canadian. At the
sanme tinme, everybody knows that | ama Tanm|l. At the sane tine |



can say | ama Tanmil too. But | ama Canadian citizen right now

Daughter: | would say that Canadian would conme first, so
Canadi an- Sri  Lankan?

I: Do you prefer to say Canadi an-Sri Lankan rather than Canadi an-
Tam | ?

Daughter: Isn't that the sane thing?

[Father interjected that she should say what she prefers and give
a proper answer.]

Daughter: | don't know.
R | prefer Canadi an-Sri Lankan. Because | mixed with the
Si nhal ese group and got along with all Sri Lankans. |t depends on

the tine and the chances [to associate with different groups].
Now that nore Tami|ls are here we have a good chance to go to the
tenples and libraries. The Tanmils are growi ng here. Wen | cane
here there were only one or two shops, but now there are hundreds
of shops. So automatically we are creating a society of Sr
Lankan Tamils. It can not be avoided. Automatically its nane
cones to us too

I: What is the background of nost of your friends?
R Most are Tanmils. A few are Sinhal ese.
I: What Sri Lankan cultural practises do you maintain here?

Daughter: W cook Sri Lankan food. W watch Sri Lankan novi es.
We dress like Sri Lankans when we go to Sri Lankan parties.
Mostly we try to maintain Sri Lankan cul ture when we cone hone,
but when | go to school it's different. [I'mlike how everyone
el se is.

R W have to do [these practices] because wherever we go we neet
Sri Lankan Tanmils. W can't go beyond that. W have to keep our
culture here too. W have to wear our own dress and we have to
cook our food.

. What about religious practises?

[The fami |y goes to Hindu tenples every couple weeks. They are
vegetarians on Fridays. They observe the special days and
festivals according to the calendar. The rituals take place at
the tenple but sonetinmes they do themin their house.]

I: What el se does your family do that's different than the
Canadi an- bor n?

Daughter: W spend nore time with the famly rather than with
friends. After school | cone hone and |'mwth ny parents. Even
when we go out we go with our cousins and our parents, not with
our friends.

|: Do you speak Tami| at hone?

R Yes. M children are studying in English medium | have to
speak Tanmi|l to them otherwise they will forget their Taml. |
have to preserve ny culture and | anguage. That's very inportant.

I: Are there any ways that other Tamils affect your behaviour?

R Sonme Sri Lankans don't like our culture and they change.
Soneti mes even though they're H ndus they go to church. Sone
couples, the wife may be Christian and the husband nmay be Hi ndu
They have a problem of where to go and what to do. That's why



t hey change.

|: Qther people are changi ng, but what about you? Do you feel any
pressure to change or to stay Sri Lankan?

R No. But, because they have conme fromfar away and they want
to get together and grow our culture here. There's nore unity on
that basis. There are certain Tam | organi zations, Tam | Eel am
Society and Wrld Tani| novenent. Every week they cel ebrate sone
cultural events, dance, music and lots of Sri Lankan activities.
Everybody gets together and watch and they create the culture
here. |Its easy to maintain

I: Is it inmportant to you that these activities are happeni ng?

R It's not actually inportant but some people have no
recreations at home. That's why they go to the festivals.

|: Do you feel that your family has adjusted to Iife here?
R Yes.

I What was that process |ike? Wat changes did you have to go
t hrough before you felt you had adj usted?

R It's a good question, a very deep question. | have to think
. What kinds of things did you miss fromback at hone?
R Not only ne, everybody who | eaves their own country faces

these things. M birthplace, nmy nother, ny friends, ny scenic
beauty, my weather--a lot of things | mssed frommy country. But

at the sane tine, step by step | forget and | |iked this country,
and | devel oped nmy knowl edge and | live peacefully. Now this is
nmy hone.

I: As you were adjusting, do you renmenber noticing what is
different here when it cones to your day to day life?

R Here it's a systematic life. Tine is very inmportant. And ny
wi fe never worked in Sri Lanka, but she's working now She also
changed a lot! She had to | earn tel ephone answering techni ques,
and the tinmetable, howto go out and behave, how to nove with the
peopl e, how to answer, nmany things she | earned after she cane
here. At the tine she was at hone she didn't know what to do

She never lived... She was like a famly menber and ny wife,
that's it. But here she's ny partner. She's helping me in many
ways. That's why |'mvery happy.

I: Did you have to change in any way when your wife started
wor ki ng?

R Me? Yeah! | have to do a lot of work at home.
Daughter: [giggling] Cooking.
MB:  You nean housewor k?

R Yeah, | am doi ng housework because when she goes to work |
have to cook.

Daughter: [contradicting her dad] Not really housework, but
backyard work, work on the car..

R [ignoring his daughter] Housework, backyard work, work in the
garage, cleaning, the laundry, cooking and nmany things | have to
do. In Sri Lanka | never did |ike that but here | have to do.

I: How did you feel about taking on this work?



R | was very happy, because | understood the situation. W need
noney to maintain the famly. |1'mvery happy. Wthout doing |ike
this we can not live here. Now|l'mmixing with this culture. W
changed a lot. Everybody.

I: It sounds like you had a rather easy tine?

R [chuckl es]

Daughter: | guess it wasn't that hard because now there are nore
Sri Lankans here. W didn't really change a lot. Like in the
school | go to, 75 percent are Indians. |It's like our culture

too. Now there are people with different backgrounds. Each of
t hem have their own culture. They understand ours and we
understand theirs. W didn't really change. | don't feel like
that. | feel like how | was back there.

R Yes. Only the |Ianguage has changed. Most imigrants have the
sane cul tural background too. Werever we go there are |ndians
and Punjabis... Many people like Sri Lankans. And people from
Sout h Anerica, many peopl e.

I: Are you saying you get support from other inmgrants because
you know they are going through the sane things?

R and Daughter: Yeah, yeah
MARRI AGE
I: When did you get married?

R | got married in 1970 when | was in university. After | cone
to ny honme town ny father-in-law cane to nmy house and told nme he
has a daughter, and to come and see her and if | like, |I can marry
her. | went with himand | sawny wife. | |iked her and..
Actually it's an arranged narri age. They gave ne sone dowy
noney. | used that noney to buy a snall house.

|: How old were you then?
[He was 27, she 24.]

I Was that an appropriate age?
R Yes. Because in Sri Lanka they think there should be 4 or 5
years age difference between the husband and wife.

I: Was it the right time in your life to get married?

[His sisters all married shortly before he did. He would not
marry before they were “settled.” He was the only one in the
famly left to marry. He wanted to nmarry before age 30, "because
after 30, 35 years you can not be happy in the famly life." He
felt it is better to marry young.]

I: How did your father-in-law get to know about you?

R There are sone brokers who do arranged marriages. They knew ne
and they told ny father-in-law, "There's a person who's graduated
and he's a good person, why can't you go and nmeet him" In Sr
Lanka there are brokers whose full tinme job is to investigate each
and every famly. This broker got to know about nme very well.

I: What information did the broker give the fanmly?

R He's a graduate, he's earning well, he's a good person, he's
sui table for your daughter.

I: What was your wife's famly |ooking for in you?



R They prefer my educational background, mnmy family background
and ny habits. Habits means not drinking and snoking.

I What were you | ooking for when you went to see her?

R At that tinme they told ne she woul d be a good partner and she
woul d hel p nme, whatever ny anbitions and ny views. Mstly in Sr
Lanka [nen] prefer [their bride] to be a good housew fe. But
after | came here | changed.

I Now what do you want from your wi fe?

R Now, nmostly financial and help in other outside work. Not
only in the house but beyond the house too, in society. Mre
responsi bility than ny house.

I: Didanyone go with you to see your wife for the first tine?
R Yeah. W can't go alone. | had to go with nmy sister, ny
father, nmy nother and ny relatives. Because in Sri Lanka, when
the marriage is arranged it's a society problem You can't go and
marry direct away. You have to go with the society. It's very
i mportant. O herwise the society won't allow you to be there.
| What education did your w fe have then?

R A-level

I: Where was she fron?

[ Anot her village about 7-8 kmaway fromhis village.]

I: Did you cone often to Jaffna to visit her before you were
married?

[ Their weddi ng took place one year after the nmarriage was arranged
because R was waiting for his sister to marry. He visited on
vacations. ]

I: Howlong did it take fromthe tinme you first saw her until you
made up your nmind to marry her?

R Two to three days.
I: How long was it before your registration? (legal marriage)

[4 months. The H ndu weddi ng was 8 nonths after the
registration.]

I: When a couple is registered and legally married can they live
t oget her before the weddi ng?

R No. You have to wait until the thali celebration. That is an
important thing in Hndu culture. Even if the registration is
over she is not your wife socially. Socially, she is only
accepted as your wife after the thali cerenony.

| Were you allowed to see her al one?

R Yes, | was. But ten, fifteen years back nobody woul d be
al l oned before the thali weddi ng.

I: Was your nmarriage different fromyour parents' nmarriage?

R | don't renmenmber nmy parents' marriage [laugh]. It was very
much the sanme. But nobst marriages in Sri Lanka are arranged to
very close relatives. [cross cousins] Mst people believe in the
horoscope. That is a major problem The horoscope shoul d be

mat chi ng, otherwi se they won't accept the marriage. Sone fanilies



have to chose nore than 100 fanilies until the bride and groom s
hor oscope nat ches.

I: Did your wife's fanmily look into your horoscope as well?

[R did not have a horoscope. His father did not have one witten
for himand he does not believe init. H's father was a soci al
reforner.]

R As soon as | saw her | trusted and | |iked her and | got
marri ed.

I: Did her fanmily give you a dowy?

[ They gave approxi mately Rs. 20, 000.]

R It was helpful at that time because as a teacher at the

begi nning stage, | gave ny noney for ny sister's wedding. This is
sone kind of a reciprocal arrangenent. As an earning person | had
to give to ny sister. | didn't have noney at that time. So this
girl's party gave ne sonme noney to establish our Iife. This noney
was innmy wwfe's name. | couldn't touch that. After we got
married | built a house in her village. | lived with them

That's sonething they |iked.

|: Does it often happen that the dowy stays on the woman's side
and the man will nove to be near his wife's fanly?

R This happens in nostly Jaffna. The girls have nore noney.
There is nore demand for the gents to stay with them

[: Wuld you call your marriage typical?

R Yes.

I: Are the narriages anong Sri Lankans in Canada just as typical?
R Yes. The weddings are the same. Sonme people even | ook at

horoscopes. And there are tenmples. They still preserve
cul ture.

[—

Daughter: But there are nore |ove nmarriages here.

R Even in Jaffna there are | ove marriages and here there are
arranged narriages. | can not say which one is nore.

I: Is caste a factor in marriages?

R Yeah, that is a very big problemin Jaffna. Even here too.
Because they believe in the caste systemand they don't like to
marry different castes. Even if they [other caste nmenbers] are
rich and educated, they don't want to marry anong their caste..
Everybody believes their caste is npbst val uabl e and other castes
are lower than their caste. This is really a curse in Jaffna.

I What do you think of that?

R It's very bad. But they believe. Wat shall we do? They
believe it is their right. |It's an unacceptable thing, but... Qur
culture is a traditional one. The ancestors gave their culture to
other groups. It automatically cones into our society. So stil

t hey preserve the system

|: Was caste a factor in your marriage?

[ They are both fromthe sane caste.]

| Back then would you have considered marryi ng outside of your
caste?



R Even if | did not think I had to..., even if I liked or |oved
| could not marry because | wanted the rest of ny life to be
peaceful. If | loved one girl and if we got married, after
marriage definitely it would be a problem If they got to know
that, the girl's party would cone and give sone trouble to ne. It
will affect my whole life and even nmy children. That's why | was
afraid to fall in love at that tine. Inter-caste marriage is
very, very rare. Less than 1%in Jaffna. | renenber that people
fell into very much trouble, and sone people killed each other. |
renenber many stories. Wen one girl fell in love with another
caste, that party cane and killed her. And sonetinmes the girl's
party killed that boy. Because of that fear, nobody is willing to
mx. |If you know the caste it is very difficult to get married in
Jaffna. It is a very dangerous problemstill.

l: Isit different here in Canada?

R Here also they are inporting the sane culture. They are

i mporting the caste roots, the dowy system and everyt hi ng.
Because the sane village people are here, they know t hat these
peopl e belong to this caste. Even if they fly thousands of niles
away, they don't change their mnds. Even if they are educated
they still believe init.

|: There are nore people like you who don't believe in caste. So,
are there any groups who are trying to change the caste systenf

R There are no groups here. [The existing groups] still believe
in caste. So who's going to build a cat? These people, when they
forma society, only upper caste people are there. They don't
want to mx wth | ower castes. They want to earn noney and to

live a very peaceful life. That's it. They are all profitable.
They don't want these caste altercations. This is a very
important point. In India, | heard nany Sri Lankans started

inter-caste marriages, but it was a failure, utterly a failure.
I What do you think m ght change the caste systen?

[R doesn't know Placing it in the charter of rights, and other
| egal measures won't work. He thinks through education people
m ght change their minds, but it's very hard.]

|: Sonetimes people don't want to talk to ne about caste, but you
are talking freely...?

R Because | know Sonetimes people thought | ama | ower caste
in m society. | faced nmany problenms in ny country. Sure!

I: What kinds of restrictions did you have?

R | could not marry the other side because they think nmy caste
is lower. | could not go to the school and teach there. The
upper caste children can not accept the | ower caste children to
sit beside them The |ower caste children have to sit at the
back. Even nme, | sat in the | ast bench because of ny caste. |

| earned a | ot about this caste system Every inch, every road is
named after a particular caste. You can not even go and bring the
water froma well because that may belong to the Vellala upper
caste. The society has a problem |In the governnent jobs there
is a problem because the upper caste people occupy the good
positions in Jaffna. Even names show the caste

| . Does your nane reveal your caste?

[R's name is not identifiable with caste, but his father's nane
was. |

R When the registrars wote their nanmes they automatically
changed it to the caste nanes. They had the right at that tine.



Even if you told a good nane they still nade small changes. You
can easily find out fromthe birth certificates. Now we have

stopped witing the profession on the birth certificate because
peopl e believe that fromthe profession they can tell the caste

| How do peopl e know another person's caste these days if you can
no longer tell fromthe name or the occupation?

R When two Sri Lankans neet each other they ask which area you
are from Certain areas belong to a typical caste in Jaffna

Their famly friends here know that this guy comes froma typica
caste. So, they won't go to his wedding. They won't go to his
party. They just want to |ive anong thensel ves. They are talking
nostly about caste.

l: Would your married life be different if you were in SL?
[R doesn't think so.]

| Have you ever thought about getting a divorce?

R Divorce is very, very difficult. |If you want a divorce, your
relatives automatically cone and advise you not to do it. There
are sonme barriers to doing that. |If | have a problemw th ny

wife, my wife's party will cone and advise nme not to do that. M
parents and ny brothers will also cone and tell me not to do it.
Because this is a social problem |f you have a divorce it is
very hard to narry again.

| . Suppose a coupl

e in Canada does not have people who can cone
and intervene in thei

r problens?

R | heard that many Sri Lankan families have thought of divorce
because of some nisunderstandi ngs and financial problenms, and
sometines the ladies go to work...a stressful life. They are
having famly difficulties but still they don't get a divorce.
CHI LDREN

I: Did you want to have nore than two children?

[R wanted only 2 because of his financial situation.]

I: What are the main things you want for themin their |ives?

[ The el dest daughter went to coll ege and now works as an
accountant. Wen she said she did not want to go to university,

R agreed. She is engaged to a boy she net in school who al so
happens to be a distant relative. R thinks the boy's father is

his second cousin, but is not sure. The wedding will be in Sri
Lanka, at the boy's parent's hone. They will settle down in
Canada. It was a | ove nmarriage because the couple nade the

decision to marry.]
I: What qualities do you want to see in your daughters?

[He would |ike themto do social work. This was his ideal since
he was young. He worked for a non-profit agency in Mntreal for 2
years. He does not want themto be notivated by noney. Even so,
he does not chall enge his daughter's decision to do accounting.]

| Do your daughters have boyfriends?

[ The el dest has had only one boyfriend, who she is marrying.]

R M youngest daughter doesn't. Only at the classroomlevel she
speaks [to boys]. That's it. But not like dating and the

Canadi an system No. W don't allowit. It would affect her
whole life. W don't allowthat. It will create a cycle.
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According to our culture she has to narry only one person... have
sexual relations with only one. That is very inportant.
O herwise it will affect her psychol ogy.

I How woul d you feel if your daughter married a non-Sri Lankan?
[R sees no problem He trusts her to find a “good person.”]

. What kind of person do you see as a good person for your
daughter to marry?

R educated, trustworthy, good habits, good in the famly
| What nakes you a good husband and fat her?

R Mitual understanding, trust, telling each other about smal
things. If you press your wife to be |ower than you, you will not
achieve a good life. So, | give all the freedom and good | earni ng
habits to nmy wife.

I: As a parent are you different here than you would be in SL?

R Here | give nmore freedom [Daughter agrees]. In Sri Lanka
the parents are always pressing their daughters to be nore
obedient. There, an elder brother will sit at one level and a
younger brother will sit at a |lower level. Sonetines even the
sitting arrangenent...[is hierarchical]. You can not speak in
front of elders. Whether they are correct or not, you have to
obey.

| Do your daughters ever challenge you?

R Yes, sonetines. They discuss everything.

I: Did you have this type of relationship with your father?

R No. That period was different. W changed a lot. After |
cane to Canada, even ny school children, their educationa
background is different.

PARENTS

I: Your nother is the only parent still alive. Wat kinds of
duties do you have towards her?

[His mother is sick. She lives with his sister. R sends noney
but has no tel ephone contact. He can't do much.]

|: Do Sri Lankan parents expect their children to do anything for
t hem when they are ol d?

R Yeah, in Jaffna nost parents only expect financial help.

After the riots the prices have gone up and there are no jobs.
They depend on their children. Since | amthe son and | am here,
I can send sone nobney to themand they live happily on that basis.
I: Wuld they expect the sanme from a daughter?

R 1t depends on her earnings

| Do you have expectations fromyour daughters as to how they
will treat you in your old age?

R | don't expect nuch. [It's not in nmy hands, but | would Iike
themto live close to ne or live together in the same house. |
don't want to live alone in this country.

I What arrangenments are Sri Lankans naking for their seniors?



11

R There's a senior's association. Mst elderly people live with
their children.

| Have you observed any differences in how Sri Lankans treat
el derly people in Canada?

R | have to agree that this younger generation does not realize
their elders' problems. They don't treat themvery well. They
just ignore them Because they think that they are right and they
don't like these people, their habits and their dress. Because

t heir educational background is different. W have a very open
life in Sri Lanka. Wen they cone here they have to live in a
snmal |l apartnent. They don't know what to do. They have | anguage
problenms. They can't go to their neighbours' and tal k. They have
to watch TV. Twenty-four hours of watching TV won't help them
because they can't understand the | anguage. They usually watch
Tam | films at honme. Tam| films do nothing for your mnd or
purity. They have spoiled our society.

RELATI VES
I How rmuch do your relatives expect from you?

R As one of the educated people in society, they depend on ne.
[He helps themfill out forms, acconpanies themto inmgration
interviews, does translation for their appointments with welfare,
doctors, etc.]

R And advice. When they do anything, they call and ask nme. |
have to tell themdo this and do that. | amtrying to help them
be a good person.

I: To how many relatives do these obligations extend?

R About 40 or 50 fanmilies are here. Sone are very close
relatives, sone are far relatives. W know they are anbng our
caste. On that basis we are relatives.

[: What is your reputation with then?

R They think I ama teacher fromSri Lanka. And | amvery
innocent. And | ama very truthful person. | don't snoke and
don't drink. Back home | studied at university. Even here | had
a good position in a non-profit association. And | don't do any
bad things in nmy society. So everyone calls nme Master

. What woul d happen if you said, “No | can't help you”?

R | don't say that | can't do that. If | don't have tine |
explain nmy situation and try to find soneone else to help them

But nmost of the tine | help them | have to do it. This is ny
duty. | am always thinking about my society's upliftment.

OTHER ATTI TUDES

I: Do you think you will go back to Sri Lanka?

R | don't think so. | want to be here until my death. Sonetine

| may go back as a visitor

I: WII your children go back?

R No. They want to be here because they have studied here.
Their knowl edge and everything is suitable for Canada. They can
not go and work there.

| How does your w fe feel about going back?
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R She wants to be here because of the children. Even if she
wanted to go there, how could she because ny children are here.
And we all are Canadian citizens.

|: Conparing your life to what it was in Sri Lanka do you think
that anything is mssing?

[He m sses speaking Tamil. He was a good teacher and a good
orator. |If he was still there he would have a good position as an
educational officer. He would have been very influential in the
society. Rather than work for social change in Sri Lanka, he has
been trying to change hinself in Canada.]

|: What did you gain in com ng here?

[ H s daughters education and opportunities to work here. A
politically peaceful life.]

R We live here because of the peace. Oherw se everybody wants
to be in their own country, even if they are poor

[ He has experienced great financial pressures here. Before coning
to Canada he didn't know what was a nortgage. He doesn't |ike the
fact that he will have to work until his death.]

| . Supposing a couple just arrived from Sri Lanka. What advice
woul d you give then®

R They have to live according to the Canadian system And they
have to spend their noney very systematically. They should not
cheat the government. They should earn noney and |ive peacefully.



