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Rollo May (1958):   “I am, therefore I think, I act”

I propose an aesthetic variation: “I am, therefore I think, act, and express” in art, literature, etc. 

Early Recollection From My Undergraduate Days at the U. of Michigan
Ego is a collection of skills.

Self is the ego of which I am aware.

Identity is the ego that my self approves of. 

Identity
It is a kind of representation to the self about the self. 

It is an expression of perceived coherence.

Explicit versus Implicit Sense of Identity
But is there a nascent identity...a seed waiting to flower?

In short, can we have an identity without being aware of it?

If identity lends coherence to the self, we don’t necessarily have to be explicitly aware of it.

Is the identity of a social or personal nature. I argue that they are also complementary.

Complementary Relations between Instrumental and Expressive Forms of Embodiment
Identity based on complementary modes of action and reaction.

ACTION goes with instrumental embodiment which creates proto–concepts about physical relationships...inside/outside...denotations..desegno in Florentine art (an emphasis on design structure) ....infrastructure...scaffolding...affordances... 

Representations...

REACTION goes with expressive embodiment which spontaneously reveals implicit meanings that are tied to feelings. Historical meanings impinge on experience because they are immediately stimulated by situations. Expresses hidden feelings....colore (in Venetian expressive styles)

Is expressive embodiment in the form or in the content (i.e., subject matter)? Which ever it is, it is always unselfconscious and indirect...and you don’t really know the meaning of the narrative or style in an explicit way...you don’t explicitly sense the symbolic aspect.

Aesthetics:

1. Requires the deautomatization of the cognitive or pragmatic bias of everyday life...

2. Aesthetics involves the complementary processes of matching and coherence.

3. Art provides an opportunity for the embodiment of meaning in subject matter or style.

Unconscious leakage...attend to one domain and emotional meaning is expressed sotto voce through the other.

4. Trade-off between global attention to overall structure and local or focal attention to specific visual or literary effects. This is related to the theme of hierarchies.

Consider also the contrasting problems of what is REAL and what is TRUE

THINKING-I or THINKING-EYE

Perception and sensory experience in act of creation or reception

Cognition and focus on subject matter and style in an “effort after meaning”

Reflection places the work in various contexts in relation to the work itself, previous works, the creator or the era.

BEING-I
Representation – Explicitly represent personal meanings

Projection – Implicitly embody unconscious meanings

Transcendence –  to the extent that previously unarticulated meanings and feelings gain expression.

Please send along an e-mail if you have any questions about these concepts to:

cupchik@utsc.utoronto.ca
1

