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Objective: To evolve g tHage sconng aspstern for severty of liness based on ciinical varizbles related to systemic
inflammatons response syndrome (5IRS). Desigh: Frospective study tnoa terians~care hospitzl Methods: Consecutive
pediatiic patients admitted to the ward or pediatric intensive care unit [FICU) were studied. The respiratony rate, heart rate,
capillans refill time, axygen saturation (Sp02), systolic blood pressure and termperature were noted, Sensonum level was
gssessed on AVPU score. Wariables were based an 5IRS crteria and critena mentioned in Advanced Pediatric Life Support
(APLS). Each study variable was scored as 0 or 1 [normal or abnormal) and total score for each child obtained. The survival
at discharge was corelated with the study variables and the total score. Another score based on the magnitudes of the
coefficients in muwltinle Jogistic regression analysis was computed and the corelation between this score and mortality was
glao studied. RO cune analyalis was performed to see the overall predictive ability of the score a5 well a5 a cut off at which
maxirum discrimination occurred. Results: OF 1099 chiidren studied, 44 died. OF the seven variables, only five vanables were
abnormal In the study subjects. Except heart rate and respiratory rate, all other variables and age showed sighificant
association with sunvival status (F <0.0M). The mortality increased with increase In the number of abnormal varables: 0.4%,
2.2%, 6.1%, 15.5%,719.4% and 20.4% for scores of 0,2, 3,4 and 5 respectively and the linear trend was significant [F <0.04).
Mortality also increased with a decrease in age (P <0.01) Gh.lfdren with a score of 2 o more {2 or more abnormal clinical
variables) had significantly hid 5 (acore = (). Based on the
regression coefficlents, the C d to predict sunival status
well The area under the RO Onte nt Vs Ap pearance i be predicted correctly.
Mazdirmumn discrimingtion was ODSelvEd 31 5 g Wil ik, ; OF
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<BLOCEQUOTEZ-
<P align=qustifvy>=0bjective:< /B> To ewvolwe a triage scoring system for
severity of illness based on clinical wariablesz related to systemic
inflammatory response syhdrome (3IB3). <ExDezign:< /B> Prospective study
in a tertiarvy-care hospital. <E-xMethods:</ B> Consecutive pediatric
patients admitted to the ward or pediatric intensive care unit [(PIC)
were studied. The respiratory rate, heart rate, capillary refill time,
oXvygen saturation (3p02), systolic blood pressure and temperature Were
noted, Jensorium level was assessed on AVPT score. VWariahles were baszsed
on A3IRS criteria and criteria mentioned in Advanced Pediatric Life

Support [(APL3). Each stud normal or
abnormal) and total score (:()']\[€§r£;|()r] |£;£;lj(;£; wival at
dizcharge was correlated total score.

Another zcore based on the magnitudes of the coefficients in multiple
logiztic regression analysis was computed and the correlation between
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There are no sensitive and specific clinical signs of zinc deficiency in humans. Mo single plasma zinc
cut-off has been associated with any of the reported signs of zinc deficiency. While there is data o
plasma zinc levels in children there is only meager data on the levels in wery young infants. Henc
primary objective of the current study was to estimate the plasma zinc levels in one-manth-old infants
secondary objective was to assess the association of plasma zinc level with gender and feeding type.

Subjects and Methods

This was an observational study conducted from August 1998 to March 1999 in the Department of Pedi
on bahies born at Cueen Mary hospital attached to the King George Medical Caollege, Lucknow. Inc
were the term babies with birth weight %2 Kg and whose parents resided in Lucknow city. (Gestationa
was determined on the basis of last menstrual perod (LMP), when known. If LWMF was not known. Bal
scoring(d) was used far the estimation of gestational age. The weight was taken within 3 hours of birth
computerized weighing machine with a sensitivity of 1 gram. Babies with congenital malformations,
asphyxia, sepsis and pyogenic meningitis were excluded.

The study population included neonates born on one randomly selected day of each week for seven mo
Data was collected on the following neonatal variables: date and time of birth, Apgar score at one an
minutes, weight, length and head circum-ference, feeding type at the time of discharge, and any
marbidity during hospital stay. Data was also collected on the maternal variables like parity, religion
socio-economic status.

Far the estimation of plasma zinc level, with a power of 0.8, 2-talled alpha of 0.95 far a standard dewiat
a0 pgfdl in the study sample e . of 20 pgddl from the reported popu
mean of 100 pgfdl a minimum SpeCIaI characters ble neonates were randamly allocat
two sub-groups, ane with and the other without plasma zinc estimation at the d-week follow-up. For the
group allocation eligible neonates were given a unigue identification number which included the date of
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Abstract

Purpose: The objective of the present study was to delineate the differences
between the clinical and environmental deremonas species with rezpect to their
biachemical characteristics, seragrouping and wvirulence factars, in arder ta find a
phenotypic rmarker of enteropathogenicity, Methods: A total of 55 deromonas spp.
inclugive of 19 isolates frorm cases of diarrhoea, and 36 from water samples
cornptising, 10 isolates of 4. hpdrephila, 21 isolates each of 4. sebriz, and 4. cavize,
two isolates of 4. jandazel and one isolate of 4. verenii were subjected to analysis of
their biocherical characteristics, serogrouping, and virulence factors, Results:
Arnong the differences recorded in the biochemical characteristics in the three
major species, the most striking characteristic was fermentation of lactose, which
was observed in all the 11 4. cavize isolates recovered fromm water sarmples, Mone
of the 10 clinical isolates of 4. caviza tested fermented lactose. The dinical
Aerermenas izolates belonged to seven typable serogroups, €13, O:14, 016,
021, 027, o032 and O35, The enl.llronmental |sn|ate5 belc\nged tn eu;ht
different serogroup : :

and were predori
tested, 39% of the
£2,3% of clinical i
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White Paper

XML and PDF: Why We Need Bot

An Introduction to the Tewo Key Technologies
for Electronic Publishing

XMLand PDE  Book and journal publishers need to approach both XML, the Extens

can work mgf-:rhgr Markup Language, and PDF, Adobe Acrobat’s Portable Document Forma
top rovide a Fgwgrﬁ,,-! the two key technologies used in making print and electronic products—mw
solution for book and a0 open mind. Each of these technologies is very powerful in its own way;
ultimately, many publishers will use both in order to achieve the most stres
lined workflow and make the best use of their intellectual property.

H Pages\q Lavers\q Signatures \‘ Bookmarks:

journal publishers.

Introduction

Theaim of this  One of the most common misconceptions among publishers expanding fr
Impressions White  print into electronic publishing 1s that they must choose between t
Paperis to helpyou competing technologies—XML, the Extensible Markup Language (or ons

understand how to use  1ts close relatives, HTML and SGML), and PDE Adobe Acrobat’s Portable Do

ment Format.
AML ﬁ”d-pﬂl: se technologies complement each other. Publishers who unc
use them appropriately often wind up using both. Publisk
ore partisan view, placing their bets exclusively with one or

H Comments

P portunities to make the most of their intellectual property
deliver the most useful products to their readers, and to make the hyl
print/electronic world we live in a practical and economical reality.
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Characterization of nicotinic cholinergic receptors
N. Dindag, ¥. Karatag, A. Dikmen

i Bookmarks

" b ABSTRACT

Signatures

Objective: To characterize nicotinic cholinergic receptors [cholinoceptorsh in frog rectus abdominis
and mouse esophagus.
Material and Methods: Isolated preparations of mouse esophagus and frog rectus abdominis were

F’Imrmatnﬁﬁ;nmitcj separately mounted in organ baths filled with Krebs and Ringer solutions respectively. The organ
Faculty, Cukurova bath medium was continuously gassed with 95% O, and 5% CO, and the temperature was main-
University, 01330 tained at 37°C and 25°C for mouse esophagus and frog rectus abdominis respectively. Changes in

Adana-Turkey. muscle length were recorded by isatonic fransducers. The effects of neuromuscular blocking agents
were investigated on contractions mediated by nicotinic cholinoceptors in both the preparations.
Received: 1.5.2003 Results: The contractions induced by carbachal (Coh) (5x105-5510% M) were significantly inhib-

Revised: 10.11.2003

ited by pancuronium (109-5210%) in mouwse esophagus and frog rectus abdominis. Gallamine
Accepted: 3.12.2003

inhibited the contractions in the frog rectus abdominis bt it failed to reduce the Coh responses in
the mouse esophagus. On the other hand, d-tubocurarine caused irreversible contractions in the

Correspondence to: basal tonus of frog rectus abdominis, but it reduced the contractions evoked by Cch in mouse

Maciye Dondas esophagus.
E-mail: Conclusion: The different effects of the neuromuscular blocking agents on contractions mediated
yakdas25&cu. edu.ir by nicotinic cholinoceptors in frog rectus abdominis and mouse esophagus indicated that the

nicatinic cholinoceptors intwo different tissues may not be identical and these differences may be
attributed to the different nicotinic cholinoceptar subtypes.

L ) KEY WORDS: Curarimimetics, frog rectus abdominis, mouse esophagus, skeletal muscle.
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It has been over eighteen months since this team took aver the editorial functions of the Journal of Postgraduate
Medicine. It is time we took stock of the situation and assessed where we stand! The journal has been receiving
contributions from scientists all over the world, During the calendar year 2003 the editors received 438 manuscripts
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review process. On an average, the first response was conveyed to the author in 24 days. The mean turn around time
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