
                     
    

 CAMPUS SAFETY & SECURITY 

 

University of Toronto Scarborough 
Joint Health and Safety Committee 

Minutes 
 
Date:  Tuesday December 12, 2017 
Time:  9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
Location: Arts and Administration Building, AA 160 
 

Present 
(v) 

  Absent 
(v) 

Name Member 
Category 

(*) 

Certified 
Member 

(v) 

Work Location 
(Dept., Bldg., Room) 

 

     v  Colleen Reid M Non-union (v) Associate Director (AccessAbility Services) 
(Co-Chair) 

     v  Chai Chen        W USW (v) Department of Physical & Environmental Sciences 
(Co-Chair) 

v  Kerri Kistnasami W USW  Campus Safety & Security 
(Secretary) 

v  Raymond Akbar W USW Department of Physical & Environmental Sciences 

v  Chris Armstrong W USW Department of Biological Sciences 

 v Louise Beckley M Non-union Human Resource Services 

v  Kwame Bloomfield W CUPE 3261 Campus Police  

 v  Ron Crozier W USW  (v) Physical Education & Athletics 

 v Jacqueline Deane W USW Office of the Vice-Principal Academic & Dean 

 v      v Nina Dhir W USW Department of Psychology  

v  Jon Hayes W Carpenters & 
Allied Workers 
Local 27 

Facilities Management 

v  Tony Howe W USW Student Housing and Residence Life 

v  Bob King W CUPE 3261 Facilities Management (Maintenance) 

     v  Elsa Kiosses W Non-union Health and Wellness Centre 

       v Doug Lauzon          M Non-union   Facilities Management 

 v Cheryl Lepard W USW AccessAbility Services 

 v Alex Macaulay M Non-union Facilities Management 

 v Meaghan Marian  W CUPE 3902 #3 Department of Historical and Cultural Studies 

v  Lucian Moinescu W CAW 2003 Facilities Management  (Engineering) 

v  Gary Pitcher M Non-Union Campus Safety & Security 

v  Tony Rupnaraine M Non-Union (v) Biological Sciences 

     v   Ann-Marie Smith W USW Department of Social Sciences 

    v Natalie Smith W OPSEU 519 Campus Police Services 

    v  Phil Smith W  Food & Beverage Services 

      v Ryan Tomlinson W USW Design & Construction Management 

     v    Mary Ann Vernon         W USW  (v) Library  

   v Rochelle Welch        W USW Retail and Conference Services 

v  Rongmin Zhao M UTFA Department of Biological Sciences 

v  Holly Yuen     EHS 
Consultant 

Non-union Campus Safety & Security (EHS) 

v  Joanne Quinn M External/Guest N'Sheemaehn Child Care Centre 

(*) W – Worker/Non-management (if unionized, record name of union) M – Management   E – Ex-officio 

* Guests --- Patrick Lam, Environmental Health and Safety 
                   Clarine Chan on behalf of Doug Lauzon, Facilities Management 
              
  

 



1.          i. Welcome  
Ms. Colleen Reid & Mr. Chen welcomed all committee members to the meeting.  Mr. Chen 
announced to the members that CUPE 3261 JH& S member Bob King is retiring, and this is his 
last meeting that he would be attending. The co-chairs thanked Mr. King for his years of service 
on the Joint Health and Safety Committee, and best wishes were extended.    
 

 ii.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 
Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting held on September 12, 2017. The minutes from 
the meeting were unanimously accepted as written and distributed.  

                 
 
Item Discussion  
 
2. Business Arising from the Minutes 
 

i. SIF & Ongoing Projects Update 

Mr. Lam gave a quick update on some of the projects that are current on campus. He informed 
the committee that the asbestos consultant has been on-site regularly to conduct air sampling 
before, during and after abatement. For every project, the JHSC co-chairs are consulted in the 
development of the air monitoring plans, which outline sampling locations and protective 
measures around ventilation and containment. As abatement work is completed, they also receive 
copies of the site reports with the sampling results. Site reports are also posted on the safety 
bulletin board in the Science Wing outside SW 300.  To date, all sampling results have been 
below the Occupational Exposure Limit of 0.1 fibres / cubic centimetre, which is the limit 
prescribed by Ontario legislation. 

  
Abatement has been completed on SW 6th for the Vivarium expansion, as well as 9 different 
spaces (8 labs, 1 office) throughout S-Wing. There are only 4 spaces remaining where abatement 
work is ongoing or pending. The focus is now shifting to commissioning the renovated spaces – 
the new Aquatics Facility in SW141 is the first space to be completed and is scheduled to be 
turned over to UTSC by end of 2017. (Item ongoing) 
        

ii. Update on Poison Ivy Procedures 

During the last meeting while a poison ivy incident was being explained, Ms. Kiosses inquired about 
whether or not the Facilities Management Grounds department had poison ivy training and if they 
knew how to treat exposure. Since the last meeting, the grounds handbook has been reviewed, and 
Ms. Kiosses assisted with developing a more in depth section on poison ivy including treatment 
procedures. Ms. Yuen sent this to Ms. Yang-Ting Shek who is the Occupational Health and Safety 
manager at the St. George campus. She will incorporate the updated procedures into the new 
grounds handbook for next year. (Item closed) 

 
iii. Update on Flu Clinic 

Ms. Yuen spoke to Ms. Genalyn Lo who is the Occupational Health Nurse for the University of 
Toronto in regards to setting up a flu clinic this year at UTSC. Ms. Lo indicated that currently the flu 
clinics have stopped due to the lack of budget, and because the flu shots are widely available in 
pharmacies giving people more opportunities to receive the flu shots. (Item closed) 
   

3. New Business 

i. Quarterly Inspection of First Aid Stations  
Ms. Kistnasami sent out the quarterly inspection email for the first aid kits on November 28. She has 
been receiving requests for orders, and has replenished all the stations that have requested for 
supplies.  (Item ongoing) 
     

ii. Quarterly Inspection of Spill Kits   
Ms. Kistnasami sent out the spill kit quarterly reminders last week, and has replenished all supplies 
that have been requested. (Item ongoing) 



 
iii. Walk in Health and Safety Concerns 

There were 21 walk in concerns reported to the EHS office in the last quarter. Most of the concerns 
were due to smells linked to the construction on campus.  There were smells of diesel in which the 
source was isolated, and ventilation was increased with the help of Facilities Management to dissipate 
the smells. (Item ongoing) 
 

iv. Accident Reports – Confidential 
Ms. Yuen summarized the accident/incident reports for the quarter of September 1st – December 1st, 
2017.  Most incident reports received were due to falls caused by cell phone distractions.  There were 
a few lab incidents where PPE was required. Mr. Lam has sent out email reminders about the 
importance of wearing your PPE in the labs at all times.  There were new black strips placed on the 
outer edge of the new green steps outside of the Bladen/Ralph Campbell area as it was very hard to 
see the steps. Signage was put up prior to the black edge trimming being placed to warn everyone of 
the hazard.  There was one report of an allergic reaction to food that was consumed by a student that 
thought she had minimal allergies, and didn’t have her epi-pen on hand. With the help of her friend, 
they made their way to Health and Wellness and the physician on site administered the epi-pen. 
During the meeting, there was discussions in regards to epi-pens on campus. Currently Health and 
Wellness is the only department that carries epi-pens. Ms. Yuen informed the committee that there 
are current discussions about whether or not the student EMRG group and campus police should 
also carry epi-pens, but it is in the discussion stages. Ms. Yuen will report back in the next meeting 
about the progression of this discussion. (Item open) 
 

v. Ministry of Labour Visit 
In October, there was an incident where asbestos was discovered in an incinerator not suspected 
to contain asbestos. UTSC notified MOL as per UofT’s Asbestos Management Program. The 
incinerator appeared newer due to previous refacing. As such, neither UofT, nor the contractor, 
suspected that the incinerator contained asbestos. Furthermore, the contractor deviated from the 
initial work to remove the equipment as a whole and did not notify UofT of the work scope change. 
Maple Environmental was engaged to conduct air sampling and monitor clean-up activities. MOL 
spoke to various parties during their visit and indicated that the response was appropriate and 
thorough- No orders issued. (Item closed) 
 

vi. Winter Campaign 
UTSC’s winter campaign has been launched to raise awareness on winter hazards and to reduce the 
highest incident category, which is slips and falls in the winter.  Communication on the winter 
campaign has been distributed through social media, digital signs, and EHS Scarborough’s new 
quarterly health and safety bulletin.  
 
The new hazard reporting system was discussed, as well as tips to better prepare everyone for the 
upcoming winter conditions.  Yellow and blue sand buckets have been placed throughout the campus 
with scoops that the community can help themselves and throw salt/sand in areas that they notice 
are slippery if the grounds department has not had a chance to get to that specific area. Signage has 
been increased with instructions of who to call if slippery conditions are noticed. Special thanks was 
given to the CAO’s office, Facilities Management, Landscaping/Grounds, Communications and 
Campus Safety and Security for all their contributions to the winter campaign.  Ms. Reid urged all 
committee members to share this information with their respective departments.  (Item closed) 
  

4.  Workers Interior Workplace Inspection Reports  
Student Housing & Residence Life/Joan Foley – Mary Ann Vernon 
Ms. Vernon summarized her inspection report for the residence and Joan Foley area. There 
were no main issues to report.  

 
N’Sheemaehn Child Care Centre- Bob King    
Mr. King completed his inspection on the N’Sheemaehn Child Care Centre. There were no 
issues to report.  



 
Social Sciences Building- Ann-Marie Smith 
Ms. Smith reviewed the key items of her inspection with the committee. Ms. Kistnasami has 
already forwarded the items that need a work order in to Facilities Management.  

 
Student Center- Phil Smith 
Mr. Smith completed his inspection on the Student Center. Key items were discussed, and the 
items have been given to Mr. Jeremy Wills, operations coordinator of the SCSU. 

 
Exterior Miller Lash House  & Valley- Tony Howe and Ron Crozier 
Mr. Howe completed the inspection of the Miller Lash House exterior and Valley areas with Ron 
Crozier.  Key items of the inspection were discussed during the meeting.  Highlighted in the 
inspection, was an old ice shute that is open and could pose a hazard if someone accidentally 
fell in. Facilities Management have been notified, and it has immediately been covered as it was 
deemed a high risk item. All other items on the list, are being reviewed.   

 
5.  Other Business  
  There was no other business brought forward. Meeting was adjourned. 
 
6. Pictures of the Joint Health and Safety Committee for the Website 
 At the end of the meeting, pictures were taken of the committee to put on the website.  

    
7. Next Meeting – JH&S Meeting Scheduled tentatively for Tuesday March 6, 2018, 9:30 am-11:00 am 

in AA 160-Arts and Administration. Please refer to the Campus Safety & Security Boards or EHS 
Website for any changes to the meeting date closer to the meeting.  

 
*If Worker Members are unable to attend the meeting to address the Workplace Inspection Reports they should submit their 
comments in writing to the Secretary of the Committee and that these comments and reports will be read at the meeting. 

  
             
SIGNATURES: 
 
 
Colleen Reid       Chai Chen   
(Management Co-Chair)     (Worker Co-Chair) 
 
cc:  Department Heads 

Safety Bulletin Board in each building at UofT Scarborough 
Office of Environmental Health and Safety, 215 Huron Street, 7th Floor  
EHS Scarborough Website 
 

cc: Unions –  
Abe Nasirzadah, Chair: Canadian Union of Public Employees, Local 3902, Teaching Assistants 
Allan James, President - Canadian Union of Public Employees, Local 3261 Full-Time & Part-Time, 
Service Workers Paul Daly, Tenant Improvement Coordinator C.D.C.O - Carpenters & Allied Workers, 
Local 27,Carpenters, Kim Power, National Representative - CAW – Canada and its Local 2003, 
Operating Engineers B. Sandy Habus, Recording Secretary – Unifor 2003, 
Operating EngineersCeceil Beckford, Staff Representative – Ontario Public Service Employees Union, 
Local 519, Campus Police Colleen Burke, President – United Steel Workers of America USWA, Local 
1998, Staff Appointed & Casual Admin Staff 


